
Age? 17

Where were you born? Targu-Mures, a small city
in the north-central part of Romania.

Where do you live now? Rochester, UK.

Occupation? Full-time student.

How and when did you start flying? I had
numerous tandem flights with my dad until the
age of 14, when I switched from being a
passenger to being a pilot.

Which pilots most influenced you? There are too
many people to mention but my dad has been by
far the most central person in helping me
develop in this sport.

Where and what was your most memorable
flying experience? I enjoy every single flight,
but the one that stands out the most was
when I, together with a number of BPRA
members, flew a top-to-bottom during a full
moon at St Andre les Alpes, France. A good
atmosphere with great people made for an
experience that I’ll never forget.

What is your favourite flying site in Britain?
Thurnham, near Maidstone, my local flying site.
Although very technical when conditions are
tricky, I did my first XC from there two years ago.
Recently I even managed to break the site record,
flying a 62km declared XC to the beach at
Broadstairs – you can read the full story
at www.antonioburian.co.uk.

What is your favourite site in Europe? Though it
took me a while to get used to the rough
conditions, St Andre is certainly a great
playground. I totally enjoyed the BPRA Boot Camp
and the second round of British Championships
there this year. Annecy, with its breathtaking
scenery and incredible flying conditions, is not
far behind.

What is your favourite site in the world?
There are so many places I haven’t yet flown!

Who do you most admire in this sport? Film-
maker Jean-Baptise Chandelier is taking
paragliding to another level in regard to
capturing the joy of the sport. I’m always
impatient to see his newest project and it’s
always worth the wait!

What trait do you most deplore in yourself?
Procrastination.

What trait do you most deplore in other people?
Lack of appreciation.

When not flying, what do you for recreation? I
enjoy running, reading, listening to music and
hanging out with friends.

What is your most favourite piece of music? My
music differs according to my mood but I tend to
listen to a lot of classical, jazz, old music and,
occasionally, hip-hop.

What is your favourite book? A Little History of
Philosophy by Nigel Warburton and Causing Death
and Saving Lives by Jonathan Glover.

What is your favourite film? The Godfather.

What is your greatest fear? Not being mobile.

What is your idea of perfect happiness?
I believe that perfect happiness is unrealisable,
while unhappiness is equally unattainable. I do
however find myself at peace when spending
time with my family, or when paragliding.

What would your motto be? Being uncomfortable
should not worry you; it is only a reminder that
you’re on the right track.

How would you like to be remembered? Can we
just pause? I’m way too young for this …
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Born in Romania, Antonio grew up taking tandem paraglider flights with his father, a
pioneer in the sport. Contemplating magnificent views from the air led him to
discover that paragliding can generate a peaceful, contented state of mind in which
overthinking is totally eliminated. He began practising ground handling on an uncle’s
acro wing before signing up for training with Airworks and achieving his CP rating
before his 15th birthday. In 2015 he completed his first short XC and soon began to
make rapid progress, accelerated the following year when he began studying books
on XC flying and was offered a place at the British Paragliding Racing Academy. An
SIV course on a Chili3 boosted his confidence, and back in the UK he pushed his
personal best up to 50km. The 2016 season ended with a trip to Annecy with his dad
and a 75km XC. In February last year he attained his Pilot rating and knocked off
another 75km flight at Bassano in April. Back in the UK he broke the site record at his
home site on the North Downs, and in August pushed his personal best to 115km
from Milk Hill on his way to winning the Dover and Folkestone Club’s XC League. 2017
also saw Antonio enter the competition world with 32nd spot at the first British
Championships round at Tewkesbury, followed by 2nd place in the Leisure class and
13th overall at the Gin Wide Open at Krusevo aboard a Gin Carrera+. He also flew in
the second round of the British Championships at St Andre, finishing 4th in the
Reynolds class and 78th overall. Antonio’s flying achievements are written up on his
website in the hope of encouraging other people to get involved with the sport. This
year he plans to enter a number of competitions on his new Niviuk Peak 4, break the
200km mark before his 18th birthday, do another SIV course and gain a Tandem
licence ‘... so I can share the joy of paragliding with other people!’ He is sponsored by
Altis Consulting.
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•     Ready to fly
•     Alti, inertial vario & GPS
•     Thermal & wind assistant
•     Colour maps & terrain
•     3D airspace & warnings
•     Fully configurable
•     Upgradable to Oudie 4

•     All Basic features
•     Competitions & tasks
•     FAI triangles
•     Multiple profiles
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